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Message Text 
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PAGE 01 MANAGU 01929 252226Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SAB-02 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-01 
INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 
ICA-1 1 AID-05 HA-05 TRSE-00 /080 W 

052624 252305Z/70 

R 252141Z APR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY MANAGUA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6406 
INFO AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA 
AMEMBASSY SAN JOSE 
AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR 
AMEMBASSY TEGUCIGALPA 

CONFIDENTIAL MANAGUA 1929 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PEPR, PN, NU 

SUBJECT: PANAMA CANAL TREATIES RATIFICATION 
REF: MANAGUA 1928 (NOTAL) 

1 . EMB HAS RECEIVED SEVERAL SIMILAR COMMENTS RE IMPLICATION OF CANAL 
TREATIES ACTION FROM OPPOSITION POLITICANS. THE REACTION IS EXTREME 
PLEASURE SIMILAR TO THAT EXPRESSED REFTEL. FOR THESE ANTI-SOMOZA 
POLITICANS, THE IMPORTANCE OF RATIFICATION IS THAT NOW THE U.S. NO 
LONGER NEEDS TOCONTINUE SUPPORTING SOMOZA WHICH, ACCORDING TO 
THEIR THINKING, THE U.S. HAD TO DO TO PROVIDE IT A SECURE BASE FROM 
WHICH TO LAUNCH OPERATIONS IN DEFENSE OF THE CANAL IN THE CASE OF 

A NEGATIVE SENATE VOTE. 

2. BESIDES ALLOWING U.S. WITHDRAWAL OF SUPPORT FOR SOMOZA, THEY 
BELIEVE THAT NOW USG FOCUS TOWARD THE HEMISPHERE WILL NATURALLY 
TURN TO THE PROBLEM OF HOW TO REMOVE THE EMBARRASSMENT OF U.S. RES- 
PONSIBILITY FOR OVER FORTY YEARS OF SOMOZA FAMILY RULE IN NICARAGUA. 

3. EMB HAS INSISTED THAT THE ABOVE THINKING IS BASED ON FALSE ASSUMP- 
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TIONS AND IS UNREALISTIC. 
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